INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Sireaiscape Project Update
Paf Weste Rules

Water Quality Report
Nuisance Code Reminder

National EMS Wesk

Summer Reading Programs
Right-of-Way Parking Reminder
RV and Boat Parking Ordinance
Income Survey for CDBG App.
Right-of-Way Parmit Form

Sidewalk Grant Program

LU B R )

[+

ForuTH OoF JULY
CELEBRATION

The Avoca Business and
Professionals Association is hard at
work on the anpual Fourth of July
Calebration,

More information will be

available at r later date, but plan en
attending the

following events:

® July 3— Live Music

® July 4~ Road Race, Parade, Kid’s
Games and Inflatable Ridzs at the
Park, Volleyball & Fireworks

¢ uly 5— Sofiball Tournament

For motz information contact
Hail at 343-2424 or

fty
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WHAT IS THE CITY DOING ABOUT STORMWATER?

Stormwater is a major issue for the City of Avoca. No matier where you live in Avoca, you have
probably noticed flooding in your neighborhood after an extended heavy rain. Given the kistory
of significant rainfall events and the fact that some areas of Avoca do not have storm sewer
facilities, the probability of a flash flood event in the community is relatively significant,
Particularly at risk are those in low-lying areas; close to dry creek beds or drainage ditches; near
water; or downstream from a dam, levee, or storage basin.

In addition to the property damage from stormwater, run-off pollutants that are carrisd into local
streams off of driveways, roads, lawns and fields by rain or melting snow are being targeted for
regulation by the state and federal government. We have seen this in recent years with our
municipal water, wastewater, public landfills and underground water supplies, now stormwater
rules are being created.

Several eities and universities in Iowa are now being required to produce effective stormwater
management programs that show positive gains in a true reduction of non-point pollution in their
respective storm systems. Avoca currently does not have the meansito properly comply with, or
pay for these pending requirements. The City of Avoca currenily faces a dual challenge of
maintaining its aging stormwater infrastructure in the older portions of the community while.

ing to promote and manage proper drainage in newly developing areas and in areas where
stormwater facilities were never created.

New and improved stormwater conveyance systems are needed in Avoca. In designing these
systems, the City’s engineers will not only look towards more effective conventional systems, but
will incorporats simple and effective treatment systems into each design so that the treatment
process is continuous. '

In order to better serve the public, protect property, and maintain water quality, the City is consid-
ering creating a stormwater utility. A stormwater utility provides a means of stormwater manage-
ment, policy and payment for the operation and management of the infrastructure needed to
properly collect, treat and convey stormwater 1o the nearby river system, The utiltity would be
similar to the existing water or sanitary sewer utilities.

As a result of the new stormwater utility, all property owners insids the corporate limits of the City
of Avoca will be assessed a small monthly stormawater fee. This is not a tax, but a fee levied bva
public utility. Revenues derived from this {oe will be sarmarked solely for stormwater purposes.
The fee structure being developed for Avoca will be simple and fair.

Public input is absolutely necessary to make this work. Please make it a point to come to the pub-
lie participation phase of this process, learn more about the intent of this important public utility
and express any concerns you may have regarding this issue to your city leaders. Public mesting
regarding the implementation of the Avoca Stormwater Utility will be held at the Avoca Public
Library on the following dates and times:

*  Wednesday, May 20, 2009 at 10:00 p.m.
+  Thursday, May 21, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.
¢  Saturday, May 23, 2009 2t 9:00 am.
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“The City received £1,228,987 in
grat pongy 1o complete the Bl
Street Streetscape Project, received
exceellent rates on the addisienal
monzy that was horrowed, and the
Tosvest responsible bid came in
significantly under the enginser’s
estineaie; everything came togsther
do mrake this przjecf}a:.rz}fi »

- Mayor Jomes Jobnson

ELM STREET STREETSCAPE PROJECT UPDATE

The Elm Strest Streatscape Project is under way and progressing. Phass I construction will be
taking place from approximately April to November 2009 and will inclnde all new City
infrastructure and most streetscape enhancements. Phase IT will take place in 2010 and will con-
sist of constructing enhancements at the intersection of Hwy 83 and Elm Street, and creating a
plaza in front of the Pottawattamie County Sub-Courthouse.

Some citizens have asked why the City cannot re-use the existing brick strest that is now

exposed. There are several reasons why it is not possible to re-use the exposed brick street, in-

cluding the following: .

e 75% need to be removed to install new utilities (water main, water services, sanitary sewer
‘main, sanitary sewer services, storm sewer pipe, elecirical conduit, ete.}

e 1t would be impossible to make the old existing grades ADA sceessible, we are changing
grades throughout the project to meet these requirements.

& The top of these pavers will be coversd with “tack”, a tar like substance that was sprayed down
prior to previcus asphalt overlays. : '

® Roughly 40% could be re-used in 2 street setting due to corners being broke off and the general
quality of them. ' ‘

If you have questions about the project, please contact Clint Fichter, City Manager at 343-2424 or
| avoca@walmzel.net. A project rendering of the Elm Street Strestscape Project is below:

s : o STREETSCAPE IMPROVENENTS

OBSERVING PET WASTE RULES

Now that Spring is here, many of us may begin taking our pets on regular walks around the
neighborhood. When walking your pet, please be mindful of the City’s laws governing animal
waste on privats and public property.

Tt is a violation of city ordinance to let your pet defecate on any property, including city owned
property, other than your own. Should this happen, the wasts must bs picked up. Every year the
City receives numerons complaints that a pet has defecatad on city sidewalks, city parks, private
property. Not only is this unhealthy and unsanitary, but you should think of others who may
want to play or walk where your pet has defecated.

The City’s Animal Control Ordinance cites the following as violztions that will receive a citation:
=

o Allowing or permitting such animal to urinate or defecate on private property without
the express consent of the owner of such property.

e Failing to pick up and dispose of any feces deposited by such znimal on private property
without the express consent of the owner thereof.

s Allowing or permitting such animal to urinate or defecate on public property, including,
but not limited to, public property located between curb lines of public strests and
adjacent property linss and public property located within parks.

¢ Failing to pick up and disposs of any feces deposited by such animal on public property.
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WATER CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT

The City is required to annually provide citizens with detailed information regarding the safety of the
community’s drinking water. Below is a table illustrating the results of the past year’s water testing. No
violations were found in the City’s water supply in 2008.

A more detailed evaluation of the City’s source water was completed by the IDNR, and is available from
Regional Water Rural Water Association’s main office at 108 Highway 59, Avoca, lowa.

Decisions regarding the water system are made at the Board meetings held on 2" Tuesday of each month
at 4:00 p.m. at Avoca’s City Hall at 201 N. Elm and are open to the public. For questions regarding this
information, please contact Josh Peterson at 712-343-2424 during the following hours: Monday thru Friday
from 8:00am to 3:00pm. ' '

2009 WATER QUALITY REFORT
FOR,

Avoca Waterwarks
2008 Test Results

This repott containg important information regarding the water guality in aur water system. The source of our water is groundwater. Cur groundwater Is drawn from the
ailuvizl aguifec(s).
Ourwater quality testing shows the following resuits:

“Test Resalts from & voca Waterworls - +
COMTAMIMNAINT MILG ML DETRECT=D DATE RAMNGE OF 1 VIGLATION SOTRCE
LEVEL SAMPLED DETECTICHT
Lezad (pphd 5] AL=15 H QS/06/08 8.00 012 ™o Comoesion of housshold
plumbing systems; erosion
N of natural desosits
Chiarine (ppm) MRDELG | MRDL=4.0 G.72 RAaA 0.64 0 0,823 Mo Water additive used to
=4.0 coniro! microbes
Copper {(ppm) 13 AL=13 0.00 DR/OG/OB 5,00 to 0.08 No Corrosion of hetsehoid
plumbing systems, Erosion
of natursl deposits
FTTEoM (ppby [Lotai A L) =% U7/ 23408 WA o [Ey-products of drinking water
ihzlomethanes] disinfecrion
Hylenes (ppm) 16 10 0.0012 OT25/05 A Nao ‘Discharges from petroleum
: factaries: Dischasge from
chemical factories

Test Resnits from Resional Water, Toe.
. Fiuoride {pprm} 4 D . - .17 1/07/08 1020117 Mo Water additive which
promotes strong teeth;
Erosion of natral dsposits;
Discharge from fectilizer
and sluminum fectories

Sodium {ppnr A NIA EE] OR/ZV/08 A ™o Erosion of nanirai deposks;
Added ta water during
Ireatment Process

Witrate [as ™ Gop) 10 i¢ ore 0&/27/08 A Na Ruunoff from fortilizer use;

L.eaching from septic tanks,
sewage: Erosion of maturat

deopsita
“Iote: Contaminanss with dates indicste results from the most recent testing done in sccordance with rsgulations.
DEFINITIONS
- Naximum Contaminant Level (MCL) — The highest fevel of a contarninant that is allowed in drinking water, MCLs erc sctas close to the MCLGs as feasible
using the best avail treatmient technology. -

WMeximum Conteminant Eevel Goal (MCLG) = The leve! of a contaminant in deinking water below which there is no Imown or expected risk to health, MCLGs
ellow far s margin of safery.

ppb - parts per billien.

ppm — Parts per millien.

pCi/L. — picocuries per liter

Wi aA, ~ ot applicable

ND == Mot detected

Trestment Technique ¢TT) — A required process inteaded io reduce the level of 1 contsminant in drinkting water.

Action Level ALY — The concentration of o contarminant which, if ccecded, triggers treatment or ather requirements whick a water systora rasst follow.
Aaximum Residual Disiofectant Level Goal (MBDLG) = The level of & drinking warer disinfectant below which there is no known or stpectad risk to health.
MEDLGs do not reficct the benefits of the use of disinfectants 1o control microbial contamsnants.

Maximura Residual Disinfectant Level MRIDL) = The highest love! of a disinfoctant allowed in drinlting weater, There is convincing svidence thal addition of 2
disinfociant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants,
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“The City mnst vigerously
enforee 415 property
mainienance and nuisance
codes ini order for the
commnnity 1o remain 4
bealthy and attractive place fo

fpe: 7

-City Maﬁager' Clint Fichter

' A Peoaud Partner in

Your Lommunity

NUISANCE CODE REMINDER

The City of Avoca provides services to all properties within city limits. Additionally, the City
enforces codes related to the maintenance of private property throughout the City. Periodically,
the City abates nuisances on private property in order to promote the public health and safety, as
well as the general welfare of the public.

Spring and summer seasons are the peak time for the City to experience nuisance code violations.
This article will explain the nuisance code abatement process and common violations.

A nuisance code violation abatement typically begins with a citizen complaint made at City Hall,
but may also be initiated by City staff. The City Manager and Police Chief work in tandem to
abate identified nuisances.

The first step to abate 2 nuisance is for a notice to be sent to the property owner. The notice is
usually sent via certified letter, although the police chief may also serve notice to a property
owner or occupant. The certified letter describes the violation and provides a reasonable time
frame for the owner to remove the nuisance. If the nuisance is not abated the City may either
remove the nuisance and assess costs to the owner or may also prosecute the violation in District
Court.

The City has a general policy of working with nuisance violators that present a reasonable plan to
remove the nuisance, even if it exceeds the time frame of the original notice. Ifa property or
property owner is a chronic and habitual offender, the City will watch closely to ensure that the
ordinance is followed.

Residents may not be aware of the nuisance code regulations. Common nuisance viotations
include the following: :

o Allowing growth of grass and weeds to exceed 6 inches in length.

¢ Storing junk vehicles or other vehicles that may not be lawfully operated upon a public road.

| » Dilapidated buildings that have obvious safety hazards, structural deficiencies, fire damage

or other obsolete characteristics.

e ' Maintaining tree limbs that are less than eight (8) feet above the surface of any public side-
walk or are less than fourteen (14) feet above the traveled way of any public street.

e  Accumulating junk, rubbish, or trash on a property.

» Storage of vehicles upon a front, side, or backyard on a pervious surface, such as grass. All
vehicles must be stored upon a conforming driveway constructed of an improved surface
snch as cement or asphalt.

» Blocking a public way such as a street or sidewalk. Vehicles parked across a sidewalk are in
viplation of this provision.

e Storage of inflammable materials, except as permitted by the zoning code.

Any citizen wishing to report 2 nnisance condition should notify Clint Fichter, City Manager at
343-2424 or-avoca@walnutelnet.

NATIONAL EMS WEEK

National Emergency Medical Services Week brings together local communities and medical
personnel to publicize safety and honor the dedication of those who provide the day-to-day
lifesaving services of medicing's “front line.”

National EMS Services Week is May 17-23. Please thank your local volunteers!
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AvocA PuBLIC LIBRARY SUMMER PROGRAMS

Research shows that children who read 1 book per week during the summer months retain their
literacy skills. Of course, the book must be at their reading level to challenge their brainst We
will give a free prize every week to elementary and tsen readers who meet the challenge starting
June 1*. The books must be checked out from the Public Library!! And, don’t miss all the fun
events we have scheduled this summer. Free fun for the entire family.

2609 AVOCA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Be Creative @ The Summer Library Program
Calendar of Events
June —Augnst
Read One Book Each Week & Win a Prize each weeld
Wednesdav Jane 37 Tuoesdays
el o July 714217 & 28°
Fun Family Yoga Night Sunumer Story Time
Introduction to beginning Yoza ~ Preschool thru 19 grade 9:30-10:15 am.
Mopdav Tune 20 2 grade thra 5% 10:30-11:15 am.
1:00 p.m. Silly Satly The Clown Fridavs
Entertains Children of all ages with an introduction to the Tuly 10%, 17 24%& 31
Be Creative @ Your Library Library Lunch for Teens
2009 Sammer Program Bring a sack lunch, Drinlc & Dessert Provided

RIGHT-OF-WAY PARKING REMINDER

Reminder: Title 4, Chapter 5 of the City Code regulates public right-of-ways within the city
limits. This chapter creates a 10.5 feet “safty sasement”, measured from the back of the curb line

or street edge, whers curbs do not exist, in which the parking of vehicles is prohibited.
Exceptions can be made to this rule under very limited circumstances.

The City will begin enforcing this ordinance it May, so if you are in viclation you should find
alternative parking arrangements. Also, if you feel you qualify for an exemption and want to
apply for a permit, now is the time to do so. Parking vehiclesona lawn is not permitted.
Vehicles must be parked on a conforming driveway. The complete Ordinance can be found in
Title IV, Chapter 3 of the City Code. Please call City Hall with questions at 343-2424,

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE AND BOAT PARKING

The City’s Zoning Code creates supplement parking regulations governing recreational vehicles,
boats, non-motorized vehicles, and oversized vehicles. These regulations are designed to best
preserve the residential character of neighborhoods, keep right-of-way open, and ensure traffic
safety.

An oversized vehicle is any vehicle or off-highway vehicle (excluding recreational vehicles and
boats) the length of which is greater than two hundred thirty (230) inches or the width of which is
over eighty-two (82) inches or the height of which is over eighty-two {82) inches or the weight of
which exceeds eight thousand (8,000) pounds. Oversized vehicles cannot be stored openly on
any residential lot, or on any public street or way within a residential zoning district.

Recreational vehicles and boats must be stored in the rear yard of lots if proper access exists, tut
may be stored in the front or side yards of lots if proper access is not available. Parking of
personal vehicles, recreational vehicles, boats and non-motorized vehicles may only occur in the
rear yard setback if the parking space is provided on an improved surface such as concrete,
asphalt, l2id brick, or other impervious material. Recreational vehicles and boats hauled en a
trailer equipped to a conforming vehicle may be parked on a public street or way as necessary for
loading or unloading for periods not exceeding 24 bours.




Page 6

Second Quarter Edition

INCOME SURVEY FOR CDBG APPLICATION

During the next several weeks, the City of Avoca will be conducting a survey of
residents to obtain necessary information needed to apply for a State of Iowa
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). The city is considering

submission of applications for CDBG funds for sanitary sewer and/or storm
sewer system improvements.

To be eligible for funding, projects must meet the national objective of primarily
benefiting low-and-moderate income (LMI) persons. This means that at a
minimum, 51% of those benefiting from the activity must be considered LMI,
and applicant cities must be able to document this benefit. The State uses this
information to help determine if people’s income is high enough to afford paying
for the entire project with local money, for example, through increased taxes or
utility rates. ' |

If approved, a grant could pay for up to $500,000 of the total project costs
associated with eligible projects. These funds would not have to be repaid by the
city and would help to keep utility rates stable.

The income survey will consist of two basic questions. One pertains to the need
and support for the project and the other asks whether the total household income
is above or below a set amount depending on family size, Program guidelines
require this information to be part of each application. The guestion regarding
income is very important, and must be completed for a response to be
considered useable. The city is required to contact all residences, and must
receive useable responses from at least 80% of those residences.

Cooperation of residents in completing this survey is greatly appreciated.
Residents of the community will be surveyed by mail. Those not responding will
be personally contacted by the City Clerk. Citizens are encouraged to fill out the
survey and return it as soon as possible. The survey is brief and will take only
minutes to complete. Answers remain anonymous; names are not written on the
surveys. The City’s goal is to have the surveys completed by May 22, 2009.

For more information, please contact Teresa Hoepner, City of Avoca, at (712)
343-2424, or Jake Hansen, Metropolitan Area Planning Agency, at (402) 444-
6866 x226. A copy of the survey instrument to be used can be found below.



Avocy
Omnibus Right-of-Way Permit

Instructions: The form is used fora variely of programs. Complete only those sections of the form that are necessary

for your purposes. Every applicant shoyld complete Division

I Divisien | provides basic contact information for the

applicant. The ether Divisicns should be. completed as is appropriste and ars the following:

Division H1: Sidewa lk/Driveway Improvement Partnershi
grant program for improvement of sidewslks and
applying for this program.

Division I: Prejects in Right-oWay. This division should be completed for projects that will disturb the right-of-way,
These includs, but are not limited to, driveways, sidewalks, water service lines, and sewsr

sarvice lines,

p Program. This division is the application for the City’s
driveway appioaches. Make surs to complate Division i} if you ara

Division IV: Right-of-Way Parking Peimit for Qualified Exceptions. This division is the application for a parking -

permit to park one personal vehicle on a
exceplions are given in Title 1V, Chapter 5 of the
team.

quaiified parking structure in the

public right-ofway. Terms for suzh

City Cotle. Pemmits are given at the discration of the City's review

Bivision 1 Apnlicant Information
Nzmsa
Address
Phone:
Fax

Sigriature: | agres to pay such fees as necessary for the City to verify
the conforrmance of workwith applicable eodes, | understang that
CORStrucion on any easement will be at ny own risk and responsibil.
ity, and that | will be fiable for any necessary rermoval should it become
necessary. | herafty acknowfedgs that | have read this application ang
state that the abova is correct and agree to comply with all pertinent
city oroinancas and state laws.

Sighature of Oswner or Authorizad Agent

Division il Sidewalk/Driveway
improvement Partnership Program

Please Check All That Apply:

Applicant undaratands the program details.
Applicant is applying for sidewalk grant.
Applicant is applying for driveway approach
grant. :

City staff should investigate property to
datermine eligibility and scope of work,

Work Will Bs (Circle One):
Self Contracted OR

Note: Seif-confracting of sidewalk repeirs wiff only be permitted

Performad by Contractor

Bivision i Profects in Right-of-t¥a

Contractor Name and Contact Information:

Project Address:

Purpose;

Approximats Start and End Dates?: -

indicate Prejsct Type. Chack all that anply:

oW ater System
Drivewsy

if the owner can demonsirats pror experience and knowledge
necessary o adsquately perform the work.

IMPORTANT: 30 NOT BEGIN ANY WORK PRIOR TO
RECEIVING VERIFITCATION OF AWARD

OSidewslk

nSanitary Sswer System
OSirsst Removal
n8torm Sewer/Culvert

Division iVt Right-of.Way Parking Permit
for Qualified Exceptions

The follawing conditions justify a parking

exception (check all that apply):

C  Handiecap accessibility is not sufficient

o hramediable site characterstics exist which
make other parking alfernatives unsuitabls,

Please Check Al That Epply:
y

o City staff should investigate proparty to
determine eligibility.

0 Parking in right-of-way wilt ba provided on
concrate or asphalt surface.

Fof meore informatiolt cantact:
Clint Fichter, Qify Manager

201 N Efni SE.
343-2424

avoca@walittel net
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SIDEWALK AND DRIVEWAY GRANT PROGRAM

A well maintzined sidewalk network promotes walking as exercise and for transportation, Increases
property values, and improves the attractivensss of neighborhoods. Unfortunately, a recent survey
of the City of Avoca’s sidewalk network revealed that over 30% of the existing sidewalks needs
replaced: _

Under state law and the City Code, abutting property owners are responsible for the repar, replace-
ment, or reconstruction of all broken or defective driveways and sidewalks. Abutting property
owners are also required to maintain sidewalks and driveways in a safs and hazard-free condition.

The City of Avoca has adopted a program that will assist with the repair of dameged and/or hazard-
ous sidewalks located in the city’s right of way. The program is designed to dramatically simplify
sidewalk replacement. Key portions of the program include: :

s+  City providing funds for construction materials.
«  City maintaining 2 Hst of contractors capable of performing the work. Qualified
applicants may be allowed to self-contract the werk.

The program also inchzdes the option of replacement/repair/instaliation of driveway approaches.
Approval of this cption will be at the discretion of the City. A simple application for the program
can be retrisved from City Hall or from www.cityofavoca.com. City staff will let you know if your
application is appraved.

City staff will inspect the property subject to the application prior to work beginning and provide a
nroject scope to the property owner. City staff will inspect final work and provided the work meets
applicable standards, material costs will be remitted back to property owner within 30 days. Funds

ars available after fuly, 2009.



